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Pioneer Business

ELDER MARK WILLIAM FORSCUTT (Born June 1§, 1824, at Bath, England; Died

October 18 1903, at Nebraska City, Neb.)

IFE in the wesf In the ploneer
days wus an unfalling test of
men's characters, The good and
the bad In thelr mnatures were
developed by primitive conditlons.
Unbridlied freesdom became llcense for the
viclous; self-defense the inspiration for the
strong and manly. Out of rough and rug-

ged ‘environments, amid strife and struggle,

grew A race of herolc men whose deeds
lend luster to western history and made
posslble the commonwealths of today,

But what of the unchronlcled deeds of
ploneer women, greater even than those re-
corded of men? Men llve befine the world;
they take part In the external =trugg:e of
AQally life; their deeds do not so often as
those of women il unnoted by their fel-
lows. Because of thelr greater seclusion,
in years gone by, the deeds of women did
not recelve or atitrpct the ntrention that 1=
possible nowadays., Around ploneer men
roinance and time have woven a chapiet,
while the women who shared equally the
hardships of mountaln and plain are com-
paratively forgotien. Yet in most instunoes
the wives of plopneers were the masterful
planners, patlent In privation, hopeful, en-
couraging and courageous, unfalling dis
pensers of cheerfulness and a check to the
turbulence of border camps.

Mrs. E'lzibeth Forscutt, who d'ed recently
at Nebraska City, tipified In her life the
courage, patlence und pathos of plonesr
wamen., As the wife of n misslonary with
very limited means of support she was
oblged Lo provide for herselfl nnd her eldl-
dren, and to that task she applied harself
with the zeal born of necessity, Her buvi-
ness caresr In Nebraska Clty began about
18577, Springing from a family of drapers
she was skilledd In weaving, haireark and
needlework, enabling her to keep the family
larder fafrly well suppl ed at first. Demand
for the products of her skill soon oulgrew
her capaclty. Help was secured. A small
supply of millinery wis added to her stock
In trade. In that line she nlso prospered
Friendz and patrons multiplied. From her
Hving rooms she moved into n small slore,
then (o a larger one on the maln street, and
Iustly Into & store of her own In 0 quar-
ter of u century Mrs, Forscutt built up the
largest exclusive milllnery store In Ne-
braskn, and from the profits of the busineas
provided homes for hersell and for her chii-
droen, besider leaving them n  modest
foriune,

In this brief chronlele of n business career
is embraced the one period of prosperity
and coutentment which hallowed the nu-
tumn and winter of her life. Before it were
the hardships, the privations and poverty
experienced by many weslern pioneers

Mra. Formcutt was born in England on
Christmas eve, 185 On March &, 10, ahe
married Mark H. Forscutt, a missfonury
glder of the Mormon church, and both Im-

medintely joined a large crowd of converts
bound for what they believed was "the new
Canasan” In the S8alt Lake valley, The jour-
ney to the end of the raflroad at the Mils-
sisslppl river was without special Incident.
Then began the long, tollsome jJourney of
1,40 miles on foot, It Is diMcult for people
nowadays, accugtomed to the modern con-
vanlences and comforts and apeed of travel,
to understand or appreciate the hardships
of an overland journey in the '6ds. Freight-
Ing and emigrant wagons put no such
gtenln on humsn endurance, and staging
was a comparative luxury. No such relief
wns avallable for the religlous enthusinsis
who bravely faoed the western sun, pushing
before them the hand carts containing sup-
plles of food and clothing.

Omahn wae then and for years before the
lagt outfitting point . for Mormon immi-
grants. The nelgboring suburb of Florence
wis the maly camp Early In July the
caravan reached Omaha nnd Florence, and
resled for u few weoks, | Here, too, Mrs.
Forsseutt recelved a revelation of what
was coming Robert Holt, a shoemaker
who had a little shop near the present site
of the Websgter street depot, was a friend of
the family In England. Two years before he
was one of a simllar caravan that mar-
velowily escaped annihflation frem  eold
and went on il way to Bult Lake Clty.
He had seen Brigham Young and his
apastles sand elders in the =menith of thelr
power, and whiat he observed of thelr prac-
tiees convinced him that the “new Cansan’
was 8 huge confidence game. Mrs. Fors-
ent and several of her friends weres taken
to the old shoe shop for rést and refresh-
ment and thelr wants werd abundantly
surplied by the shoemaker mnd his wife
“It was the first homelike rest we had In
three months of travel,” sad Mre, Fors-
cutt, in relating the incident “Ol., how
much we enjoyed It! Mr. and Mrs, lolt
told us the!ir experiences and urged and
begwed us not to go farther Thelr ap-
peols were useless. Our pathis were marked
to he end of our journey and we followed
them . cheerfully Ah. many a time 1
wished 1 had minded them!"”

The party constituted the last of ihe
pushonrt caravans that crossed the plains
bound for Balt Lake The tragic experl-
ence of former caravans muade the mans
agers of thiz more careful, Bupplles In
abundance were provided, the carts were
stronger, and though the londs wera
heavier than ususl there was youlhiful
vigor and the enthbusiasm of crusiders to
pull and push them along Our heroine
ofilen declared that a4 Fappler vrowd never
trudged on the ovérlund trall to the prom-
ised land PDiscomforts and hardabhips
were sheerfully borne ard often when wad-
Ing wstreams walst  deep or marching
over sun-scorched plains and preciplitous
mountains drooplng spirits were refreshed
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by the stirring song, “Babylon, Oh, Baby-
lon!™ | | |

The revelation Mra, Forscutl recelved
from the Omahia shoemaker became a cru-
clal readity shortly after the family reached
Balt Lake City, This time it came direct
from the prophet. Brigham Young Intl-
mited that there must be more than ono
wife in the family, He was Iinformed that
one was all the bhouse could hold and that
if any more came the nelghborhood would
be too warm for them. Nothing more
was lheard of the suggestion, Brigham
had other and better means than words
to enforce his will, and they were nat
long In coming The famlly wuas osilra-
clzad by the church, practically denied the
usual means of earning & livellhood, and, as
& consegquence, puverly often knocked ul
the door.

The only avenue of escape from Inereas-
ing distress was to joln the army at Fort
Ruby, Nev.,, where the Fifth Californin
Valunteer cavairy, commanded by Gen-
eral Connor, was statloned. Mr. Forscutt
enlisted  the following year, and became
prl'\-ulu secretary to General Connor, Mra
Forscutt Wiis instnlled ns hospital
stewardess, In due time the news of being
a soldier's wife and lving In a soldiers’
camp reached her parenta in England
Knowing n soldlers’” comp only as It was
ut home they supposed an American army
camp was egually disreputable and lmme-
dlately started for “the states” o rescue
thelr daughter. Mrs. Forscutt heard of
thelr arrival In the S8alt Lake valley and
declded 1o ind them, With gs much sup-
plirs as she could convenlently ecarry she
started for Balt Lake City, distant over
200 miles, with returniug freighters. There
she Jearned that her parents were at Ogden
Alone and afoot ghe trudged o Ogden only
to meel disappointment. Her parenta were
two dayeg' Journey ahead, bound for Loegan
Oncee more she struck out on the lonely and
dangerous wagon road. When, almost ex-
hausted from toll and hurger, o teamsier
with an empty lumbor wagon providentially
drave up. The teamster cheerfully granted
her request for a ride, and on the reach
between the reer wheols she rode lote
laogan and Lo the arms of father mnd
mualher.

In her simple and vnaffected way Mrs
Forscutt often. referred 1o the groundless
fears of hir parents snlboul her life in the
nrmy “Why the boyva vere nlways kind o
me,”" she used to Bay T wll the time |
wias with them, at Fort Huby anfd Camp
Douglag, 1 never heard a disrespectfnl word
from a soldier.™

Laste Iy the full of 182 Mra, Furscutt ae-
compunisd CGeneral Connor's command o
Snlt Lake ity and had the satigfaction 4;f
wilneesing the anuthority of Brigham
Young humbled by United Sigtes Lroops
The three succeeding veers of natlons)
supremacy under Genelrnl Connor s known
a8 Lhe golden era In Uiah. After It came
Mormon pnarchy nnd chuos. “The Qentllos
must go.”” was the ery. They went—mome
to the grave, others feéd bevond reach of
Mormon pawer. The Forscutis were among
the Tatter

Out of the struggle, the toll and the hard-
ships of these vears onme the patisnt

courage and self-rellance that Mumined the
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prosperous ycars of this ploneer woman.
Buccess did not change the simplicity of
her character, Bevond the pleasure which
sbhundance brings, to her the greater joy
was the ability to repay the kindnesaes
bestowed when sorely needed, ahd to help
those whom miaforiune touched, Buch
lives make the world better for having
lived In It, and leave to fumily and friends
& tender and gracious memory.

Why She Was Anxious

During the debate on the statehood biil,
pending in the last congrees, there came to
members of both houses from time to time
many anxious Inquiries from points in the
Interested territories asking information as
to the prospect of the bill becoming n law.
These Inguiries came In thek form of both
letters and telegrams, and the services of
muny clerks were required to unswer them,
In view of the exceedingly lurge number re-
colved

One case was particularly noticoable an
well an amusing. The anxlous Ingqulrer was
n womnn living In Oklahoma. She would
writa or telegraph nearly every day. Ap-
parently the stercotyped reply she recelved
from the delegnte from her territory did
not satlalfy her, for pretty soon she ap-
peared In person and began to haunt the
capitol. The degree of anxiety that this
woman evineced In the guestion whethar
Oklghogra would be granted admission as &
state finally aroused the curiosity of the
delegate,’

“May I ask, madam.” he inquired, "the
depree of Interest you have In this meas-
uraT

The woman hegltated. “Must 1 tell?” she
nsked

“Not necessartly, of course.” replied tha
delegute, “but it would gratify my curlosity
If vou did.”

“Well," was the reply, “If you'll not let it
Bo any farther, I'!l tall you. T went to Okln-
boma to estublish n residence so that 1
might gel & divoree from my husband, who,
I may incldentially remark, is certainly n
brute, My attormey tells me that terri.
torial divarces may not stand, but that if
the territory is granted admission the di-
vorce wi'l surely gtand. Bo 1 should be so
grateful if yoeu were (o hurry this bill
through, becavse | want to marry n friend
whom [ have known slace ehlldhood, [
think that Mr. Deverldge, who Is opporing
this b, ought 1o be ashamed of himself,"

Unfortunately for this woman, the hill
wis talked 10 death.—8Baturdny Evening
Post

War on Wigs

Dr. E B. Randle, pastor of & Methodlist
churel In Munpcie, Ind., has begun war on
wigr. which be denounces as “cunning des
vieer resorted to by some people (o conceal
the fact that they are growing old' The
reverend gentleman s geod enough to aay
that he finds no fault wilh the young balde
headed man who wears o wig, but declures
that “in case of old men It I8 altogether
unbecoming.” “Old age"” he says, "i»
glortvus whea I comes naturally, for the
best things In the world are old.” The 0o
tor Is no chicken himself.




